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	Big Machine releases Steel Magnolia CD
It seems like just yesterday when a small independent label released the first cd for a teenager named Taylor Swift.  Well Taylor’s success has grown “Big Machine” into a big player in the Nashville market.  Artists such as Martina McBride, Reba and Rascal Flatts have joined the label; and one of their new label mates is “Steel Magnolia”.  Last year SOWI highlighted Steel Magnolia’s success with winning Season 2 of CMT’s “Can You Duet” contest.  This led to the record deal with Big Machine and their new CD was released on 1/11/11.

Steel Magnolia is a duo that consists of Joshua Scott Jones and Meghan Linsey.  Meghan holds a special place in our hearts because several SOWI members met her when she moved to Nashville at eighteen years old.  Meghan has written songs with several current and former SOWI members including Julie Moriva, Randy VanVooren, Peggy Lea Keuler, and Kevin Van Pay.  The CD includes seven of Josh and Meghan’s original songs and “Edge of Goodbye” was co-written with Julie Moriva.
The new CD peaked at #3 on the Country Charts and even made an appearance on the “Pop/All Genres” chart.  They have been touring extensively to support the CD including appearances on the David Letterman and George Lopez late night shows.  They have also appeared on all of the country music awards shows for which they have been nominated for “Duo of the Year” and “Best New Artist”.
Entertainment Weekly magazine stated that the duo “…are reminiscent of Shania Twain, but having two equally strong voices keeps them unique”  The magazine awarded the release a B- which is not too shabby at all…
Congratulations to everyone involved with this project.

“The Songwriter’s Survival Guide to Success:  How to Pitch Your Songs”

Book Review by Anastasia Karalekas
“It’s your career.” 
So says Dude McLean in his book “The Songwriter’s Survival Guide to Success: How to Pitch Your Songs”. It’s a Who, What, Where, When and How to pitch your songs and get your career off the ground. This book is packed with information from a pro on how to deal with the pros.
Divided into three sections, the first section is a very quick read on your songs. But it doesn’t spend much time here. The crux of this book is how to get those songs of yours recorded. In section two, you’ll find everything from how to write a good song, to pitching it, to who to make friends with (and why), how to file your notes, organize your files and contacts, what to do with them and how long to keep them. And you’ll see that anything can happen – it can go from good to bad, but it can also go from bad to great! Check your attitude, and if it needs an adjustment, listen to McLean. He’s tested every piece of advice he gives. Know how to handle every scenario that comes your way. Learn how to deal with and/or recover from downfalls, and how to handle it all without ever losing confidence in yourself. 
One of the most interesting parts of this book is being able to distinguish which of your songs will get you noticed. When I write a song, I write it with the intention, or hope, that it's going to be a hit. I imagine we all write with that intention. But in your entire catalogue, as you set out to pitch your songs, you’ll learn to recognize what songs to pitch first in order to get you the contract. (This doesn’t mean you won’t get to pitch others… but learn how to grab, and keep, someone’s ear first.) 
Section 3 covers elements like the legal-ese, alternative ways to make money, seminars, co-writing, but not in too much detail. McLean even encourages us to go find more information about these topics elsewhere (see his Recommended Reading list for some titles), and doesn’t give out any information on anything he doesn’t know much about, but rather suggests other avenues. And strongly suggests that you do your homework, too. 
After all, it’s your career.
******

ABOUT THE REVIEWER:
Anastasia Karalekas is a self-taught guitarist and music absorber.  When she is not learning, she spends her time writing fiction and poetry. After taking some private guitar lessons, her teacher encouraged her to try putting some of her poems to music, and she's been writing songs ever since. 
Mike Heath is on the Reverb Nation Charts

Reverb Nation is big player on the internet for independent artists.  Many of you may be using it since it can link to your Facebook page.
Mike Heath’s "I Don't Live in Lonely Anymore" was recorded by David Church and was in the top 25 earlier this year, and is currently at position #87 on the national charts.  Mike has also received a “modest” royalty for that song and "There You Are" which was also recorded by Church.  I remain very grateful to David for cutting these songs.  Mike wanted to mention that "There You Are" was co-written with Marsha Brown and he wants to thank her too.
 

http://www.reverbnation.com/davidchurchcountrymusic
Andy Lorge and HossTheBoss.com
It seems like the internet was made for songwriters.  There are so many wonderful sites that have contests and play original music.  Well www.hosstheboss.com is a big promoter of independent music who recently ran a contest on their site.  Andy Lorge has done an amazing job promoting his music and took 8th place in the final voting. That is out of 52 finalists that had won previously on the Hosstheboss.com contest!
To end up in the top ten means that "Hoss" will play Andy’s song in regular rotation for as long as his radio program is on the air!  "Hoss", (aka Don Cudda), strives on playing independent artist and getting them air time on songs that catches his, or one of his fellow DJ's ears.  Andy actually won over The Zac Brown Band, Little River Band, Reckless Kelly, and several other high profile bands that have recently broke in to main stream and had success. He hopes this will help his writing career.
As a side note, Andy wanted to mention there is an aspiring rap-artist that remixed one of his songs called "Baby" and its part of this month’s contest.
Trusty Tuneshop

24 Track Digital

8771 Rose Creek Road

Nebo, KY 42441

1 ½  Hours north of Nashville

Phone:  270-249-3194

Trustytuneshop.com

trusty@vci.net
Sound Is Our Business
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HOOK, LINE AND SINGER, MARCH 2011
By: Tony Ansems
The first SOWI song critique sessions in 2011 have been well attended, with lots of new songs making it through the winter. The level of critiquing has obviously tremendously improved since our start in 1983 (we were all kids back then), and we have attracted many talented songwriters. Some of SOWI’s greatest success stories have been SOWI members who have made great strides in making it to the small circle of writers who are having success on a national level.

Mark Brinkman, formerly of Appleton, now in Columbus, Ohio, has over 200 cuts, world wide, with his theme song “Beyond the Rain” recorded by 20 some bands. Just check it out on You Tube, and you’d be amazed. Mark, of course, was the presenter at last year’s SOWI Annual Seminar in September.

Welcome, Jon Freier, 8504 Winncrest Rd, Neenah, WI 54956, 920-205-2010, jonrfreier@aol.com  Jon writes lyrics and music, in the ballad, country and pop rock styles. He plays mandolin, guitar, fiddle, banjo, harmonicas, and bass, and is a member of The Foggy Valley Boyz.

Welcome back to SOWI, Dale Mussell, 4409 Hunters Glen Drive, Sheboygan, WI 53083. 920-467-4270, e-mail: mussel@charter.net. Dale goes back to the days when we were taping show cases for Public Television, and videos of these shows are sitting around somewhere among long time SOWI members. Dale is a long time member of the highly successful local band “Rings”, where he plays bass, harmonicas, keys, ukulele, and percussion. “Rings” has regular monthly gigs at Nakashima’s Appleton, Becket’s, Oshkosh, and St. James, Darboy, among others.

Here is a special project, you may want to be part of, if you write traditional railroad songs. David Holt Productions, PO Box 28, Fairview, CT 28730, needs railroad songs for new CD’s to support a PBS TV show, “Great Scenic Railway Journeys”. Take your songwriting into a different direction, research the idea and write some new songs. We’d love to hear and critique them.

If you have edgy hit country songs in all tempos, in you arsenal, for new artist, Chris Janson, you may want to send two of your best, to Missi Gallimore, Violator Main Star Entertainment, 2805 Azelea Place, Nashville, TN 37201

Several SOWI members are part of the quartet “The FOGGY Valley Boyz”, performing every second Friday of the month at restaurant “Oinks”, Highway 76, Neenah, across from Ridgeway Country Club. FOGGY, stands for: Four Old Guys Getting Younger. Join them for an excellent Friday Fish Fry, from 5-7 PM.

Hal Johnson, Loves Park, IL, and co-writer Phillip Clarkson, have several projects in the works. Hal was one of the first place contest winners in last year’s SOWI song contest. Check him out bij e-mailing Hal at sugarrivermusic@sbcglobal.net
Got word that Gus Wolman, of Winners Circle Music Publishers, 9760 Cherokee Trail, Quinlan, TX 75474, needs hit country songs of all types, in all tempos for the company’s catalog. He invites you to send your best country tunes, three songs at a time.

SOWI Meetings

Remember every last Thursday January-October, SOWI meets for song critiques at Sabre Lanes Menasha, WI.  The meetings begin at 7 PM. It’s a great opportunity to get your songs heard and critiqued, and to meet other songwriters. 
Also, please put Saturday September 24 on your calendar, to attend the annual SOWI Seminar and Awards Banquet and Showcase, at the Holiday Inn River Walk downtown Neenah, WI. More information will be following. To reserve a room, call 920-725-8441, and mention “SOWI”, to get your discount. The SOWI Song Contest 2011, has kicked off, check site www.songwritersofwisconsin.org for entry information. Deadline: June 15.
Savatije Sava Ljubicic – International Composer
Born in Cacak (Serbian Nashville) – a small town in Serbia, Ljubicic was destined to shape his career at the age of three when he was at his father’s music school.  Ljubicic began to learn to play the accordion and the piano.  His father, a professional and successful country singer, has definitely shaped his son’s life. While still in middle school, Ljubicic began to compose beautiful music. 

 “The Secrets of My Life” is his recently completed CD. It sums up a long and successful career of this composer, who constantly surprises colleagues with his lifelong and tireless creative opportunities.  He issued 25 albums of Serbian songs and kolo- dances, some of them performed by Yugoslav dance groups touring the world.  In his homeland, he also excelled in the easy listening genre. His ballads were sung by leading singers in the country. Thus as a composer, Ljubicic received many honorable mentions, among them The Composer of the Year Award.

In the USA, Ljubicic continued to surprise. He further unveiled his potential by composing music in genres like: Latin, country-pop, gospel, classical, smooth jazz. Encouraged by Eddie Manson at UCLA, he also wrote film music.  His coming to the USA continued to unveil the secrets of his creative life. Upon arrival, he first honored the Yugoslav Americans by writing two songs for them.  “Bas Tamo”, Ljubicic wrote for their soccer team, and in the other   “Memories of the Adriatic, he expressed immigrant’s longing for their homeland but at the same time their appreciation of America. Next followed a composition that conveyed his longing. Within a year and using some of his country song melodies, he wrote the “Yugoslav Rhapsody”, a classical composition performed by the Beverly Hills Orchestra at the Wilshire Ebell Theater. This composition reminded audiences of the beauty and history of his country, of the importance of the simple things he learned growing up as a boy in Cacak, of the picturesque countryside and villages that surrounded it, and of its simple people…  

 Right now, Ljubicic is especially proud of his song “L.A. That’s You” that won him the first prize in a USA song festival.  Describing L.A., the song says it’s the “world’s most dreamed of city”.  The media hailed it: “Wow! I loved it. This is the song America should be listening to today, right now”.   This album “The Secrets of My Life” is a work that Ljubicic has had for a long time in his heart. It is a unique ethno-jazz oriented CD album that shows composer’s broader vision of the world and his appreciation of world’s well of love and beauty that enriched his creativity.

Sava Ljubicic’s music has been appreciated by all age groups since It is a blend of universally expressed heart-felt melodies that in a low-keyed and romantic manner. The music expresses the composer’s universal sensitivity for people, for their lives, and for their environment.  You will note that song 13 on this album called “Never Forgotten” pays a special tribute to all those heroes who are making it possible for us to dream…


2011 SOWI (est. 1983) Songwriting Contest Rules & Regulations:

1. Submit each original song, in demo form, on CD, along with a copy of the lyric sheet, and completed entry blank. Only one song, per CD, no limit to number of entries. For Lyrics Only, no CD needed. Entry forms may be copied. Put all personal information on each CD, and lyric sheet. One page, typed  lyrics preferred.

2. Entry fee $10 per song, for SOWI members. Non members: $40 for first song and $10 for each additional song. This includes one year membership fee ($30). You may enter a song in more than one category, but you need to submit a separate CD for each song. You may write one check for the total amount. Please make check payable to “SOWI”.

3. Each entry must be an original composition. Entries will be presented to the judges anonymously. Deadline for entry: June 15, 2011. CD’s will not be returned. If any of the categories draws an insufficient number of entries, SOWI reserves the right to combine one or more categories. 

4. Your song may be published or unpublished. Songs awarded first places in previous SOWI contests are not eligible. Exception: Previous Lyrics Category winners may enter in any category, other than “Lyrics Only”.

5. Songs will be not be judged on demo quality. Judges will grade your song for: Lyrics, Music, Originality and Commercial Values. Each entry will be submitted to six different judges. Mail all entries to: SOWI, PO Box 1027, Neenah, WI 54957-1027. For more information, call: 920-725-5129. Fax: 920-720-0195. E-mail: SOWI@new.rr.com
Suggestions:

Type your lyrics on one page, put your name & address on the lyric sheet. Attach lyrics and entry form to the CD with a rubber band. Do this for each entry. For “Lyrics Only”, send lyric sheet and entry blank only.  Send your package by regular mail, no special delivery etc., this slows things down, since someone has to wait in line at the post office to retrieve your package. Please don’t use staples or excess tape. Make your package easy to open. Make checks payable to “SOWI”, and send to: PO Box 1027, Neenah, WI 54957-1027, before June 15, 2011.
2011 Songwriters of Wisconsin International Songwriting Contest Entry Form:
Song Title___________________________________________________________________

Songwriter(s)   _______________________________________________________________

Address:___________________________City:__________________State: ___Zip:________

Telephone:________________________________E-mail:   ___________________________

Please Check one Category:

Traditional Country


(___)

Christian/Religious/Gospel

(___)

Modern Country


(___)

Novelty
                         
(___)

Country Rock



(___)

Open




(___)

Rock/Pop



(___)

Lyrics Only



(___)

I (we) agree to abide by all the contest rules, as established by Songwriters of Wisconsin, International.

Signed:__________________________________________ Date: _______________________________

Send CD, lyric sheet, entry form and $10 for each entry (payable to SOWI), before June 15, 2011, to: 

SOWI Contest, PO Box 1027, Neenah, WI 54957-1027

www.songwritersofwisconsin.org
Deadline:  June 15, 2011
Songwriters of Wisconsin International, Songwriting Contest Judges:

Dick Admiraal, Radio Flakkee, Sommelsdyk, the Netherlands

Brittany Allyn, Country Song Demos, Nashville, TN

Ken Anderson, UW Fox Valley, Neenah, WI

Dick Bakker, LOV Radio, Deventer, the Netherlands

Bonnie Lou Bishop, Singer Songwriter, Nashville, TN

Dale Burie, Above & Beyond Productions, Gallatin, TN

Shelly Bush, singer/songwriter, Nashville, TN

Jim Cartwright, Fame & Fortune Entertainment, Nashville, TN

Elsie Childers, Trusty International Studios, Nebo, KY

Phil Coley, Demos & Masters, Bowden, GA

Barry Currin, Screaming Tomatoe Music, Cleveland, TN

Kim Currin, Screaming Tomatoe Music, Cleveland, TN

Doug Davis, Country Music Classics, Texarkana, TX

Lyle DeHart, Antigo H.S., Elton, WI

Bob Dellaposta, My Three Kids Music, Nashville, TN

Tim Dorsey, Dorsey Entertainment, Appleton, WI

John Berry Franklin, P.J. Xanadu Music Publishing, Calvados, France

Steve Haggard, Wild Oats Records, Nashville, TN

Jerry Hanlon, UAR Records, Peoria, IL

Dann Hansen, Hanging Tree Music, Roskilde, Denmark

Jim Hendrick, IPS Studio, Appleton, WI

Billy Herzig, Grey House Studio, Nashville, TN

Karen Jeglum-Kennedy, Door Knob Records, Mt. Juliet, TN

Pete Jenkins, Lemon Atlas Music, Normandy, France

Dale Kawashima, Songwriter Universe, Studio City, CA

Chris Keaton, Chris Keaton Productions, Nashville, TN

Ed King, Entertainment News, Santa Fe, TX

Deborah Knott, Deborah Knott Productions, Antioch, TN

Hermann Lammers-Meyer, E.L. Hillbillies Music, Aschendorf, Germany

Lars Lindberg, MCWC Country Music Radio, Mora, Sweden

Danny Mack, Briar Hill Records, Palm Harbor, FL

Cheryl Nye, Singer/Songwriter, Montreal, Canada

Pat Pattison, Berklee College of Music, Boston, MA

Alex Pynen, Country Radio DJ, Bergen op Zoom, the Netherlands

Bob Salm, WHBY Radio, Appleton, WI

Joe Scheibinger, Back Stage Live, FondduLac, WI

Sandy Serge, Music Morsels, Marietta, GA

Steve Seskin, Larga Vista Music, Richmond, CA

Lois Skiera-Zucek, Rainbow Waterfall Records, Clintonville, WI

Art Stevenson, High Water Music, Babcock, WI

Lyle E. Style, Singer/Songwriter, Author, Winnepeg, Canada

Louis Tielens, Country Lewis Radio Shows, Paal-Beringen, Belgium

Scott Tutt, Reptile Records, Nashville, TN

Chris Van Belkom, Combustion Music, Nashville, TN

Gre VanderSterre, Radio Lutske, Rosmalen, the Netherlands

Jerry Vandiver, 11/22 Publishing, Nashville, TN

Jim Vine, Neenah H.S., Neenah, WI

Bill Watson, Nashville Trax, Nashville, TN

Judy Welden, Judy Welden Enterprises, Gainsville, GA

Eugene Wellman, Jimmy Allison Music, BMI, Huntington, WV

Rein Wortelboer, Country, Radio DJ, Venray, the Netherlands
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                               P.O. Box 1027, Neenah, WI 54957-1027  

Songwriting Contest Coordinators: 

Mike Heath, Tony Ansems, Jay Brehmer, Kevin Van Pay, Bonnie Lingnofski.

Seminar & Awards Banquet Coordinators:

Kevin Van Pay, Jay Brehmer, Mike Heath, Ricki Bellos, Patrick Leigh Smolinski, Tony Ansems, Bonnie Lingnofski,  

George Schneider, Joe Scheibinger. Date: Fourth Saturday in September.

Critique meeting Coordinators:

SOWI: Last Thursday, 7 PM, at Sabre Lanes, 1330 Midway Rd, Menasha. Bonnie Lingnofski: 920-725-8371

Publicity: Bonnie Lingnofski: blingnofski@yahoo.com

Newsletter: Kevin Van Pay: kvanpay1@new.rr.com
SOWI Website: www.songwritersofwisconsin.org 

Webmaster: Patrick Leigh Smolinski: Pat@Alternativemidi.com

President: Tony Ansems: Sowi@new.rr.com
Often SOWI provides information in SOWI NEWS obtained from outside sources as a service to our membership. 

SOWI is not responsible for its contents, and SOWI does not endorse any company or service. 

We suggest you always use caution when dealing with anyone concerning your music. 

It is usually a good idea to call or write before sending out your material.
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