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	Gary Jeffries’ CD “Middle Class Man” By:  Kevin Van Pay
This story starts with a “tip sheet” Tony Ansems posted in the SOWI newsletter several years ago.  At the time, I was new to SOWI, so I sent in several songs.  The tip sheet said Gary Jeffries, a veteran with major label Virgin Records, was looking for Southern songs that rocked; and my co-writers and I thought we had some good songs that fit the bill…
“Mississippi Girl” was written back in 2004 (before Faith Hill’s version came out) with Julie Moriva; and Marc Alan Barnette.  Gary liked this song and several others I sent him.  He originally recorded it about 5 years ago in Los Angeles with Dokken’s producer.  However, the producer was trying to get Gary and his band “Alligator Stew” to go more main-stream so Gary and the band dropped the whole project at the time.  
A few more years passed, and now the same song is making its way onto Gary’s first solo CD called “Middle Class Man”, which was released in June.  The song has done well on the “All Southern Rock” website (www.allsouthernrock.com).  It even held the #1 position on the site for several weeks.  It won’t buy me a bag of cookies, but it was kind of fun to see.  Below is a review from All Southern Rock:
Great Southern Rock
GARY JEFFRIES  - "MIDDLE CLASS MAN"   On his first solo CD, Gary Jeffries delivers a set of true working man's rock.  Loaded with grit and southern pride, Jeffries may be a 'middle-class man', but he is far from average.   While the screaming lead guitars, the tasty slide guitar, and occasional harmonica give the CD a cohesive southern feel, Gary shows unparalled vocal range on songs that range from anthemic southern rock ("Ash To Ashes" and "Middle Class Man"),  radio ready country rock ("Mississippi Girl"),  Cajun rock ("Southern Pride"), classic  rock ("Blood On The Highway"),  Great White and Mott The Hoople style boogie rock ("Know You Too Well"), a touch of modern rock ("Free My Soul") and even southern grunge ("Flowers on My Grave").  The CCR classic "Bad Moon Rising" is countrified with a slight party vibe thrown in to give the song a modern edge.  "Free" kicks the album off with the sense of urgency of a man breaking through the chains that have restrained him for years.  "Free In Heaven" ends the album with a heartfelt tribute to children from Gary's hometown who died in a school bus crash.   Gary Jeffries is a music veteran who has performed on MTV's Head-banger's Ball with his band Asphalt Ballet, appeared in videos on CMT and GAC with his southern rock band Alligator Stew, performed on stage with Guns N Roses in Axel Rose's absence, and auditioned for Quiet Riot.  He has the swagger of a grizzled rock 'n roll warrior but also the freshness and energy of a new voice ready to make his name known.    "Middle Class Man" is one of the best southern rock albums to emerge since the southern glory days of the seventies.  It is also much more than just a southern rock record.  Gary walks the tightrope of several genres in creating a blend of rock and country that should be blasting from car stereos this summer in not only the South, but the North, East, and West as well. 
What Killed Myspace for Musicians   By: Jon Chappell
 What killed Myspace—again?It seemed especially well-suited to musicians. You could post music clips, photos, bio material, and album art, and its song player was well-designed and easy to operate. It was once the favorite online social media destination for all creative types, musical and otherwise. That "other" site, started by a Harvard dropout, was just for gossipy kids.

In the latest chapter in this sad saga, Myspace was just sold by its current owners, News Corp., to a new company for $35 million. That may seem like a lot of money, but it's a fraction of what Myspace was once worth: at an original purchase price of $580 million, News Corp. took a 94% loss.

[image: image4.png]


In saying good riddance, News Corp. finally acknowledged that the whole misadventure was finally over. And with that, the name Myspace, like Betamax, has come to represent a particular kind of market failure—a product that had promise, popularity, and an early technological advantage, but through bad management and poor planning, jumped the shark and never recovered. News Corp. (which owns the Fox Network and the Wall Street Journal, among other media outlets) merely intercepted Myspace on its way down the valuation spiral, and were powerless to revive it.

Regardless of the business dynamics at play, most musicians who used Myspace could tell you exactly why it failed: it was becoming increasingly ugly and impossible to use. In addition to the invasive ads, rampant scams and spam that cluttered the space, the user-created pages were largely unreadable. Clicking from page to page, even among like-minded artists or similar material, was a herky-jerky assault on your retinas. This wildly uneven viewing experience was largely due to the owners' notion that people should be allowed to design their own page. That sounds like a good idea if you're an idealistic commune-dweller, but for establishing a cohesive look and feel, it was a disaster. Facebook was the antidote: clean, simple, consistent, and everyone played by their rules. No wonder it thrived.

But Myspace still has name recognition. And for early adopters, it served its purpose during a time when there was little else for posting music and exercising your individualism—two qualities that you still don't associate with Facebook, despite its continued evolution and meteoric success. Other sites have specialized in catering to musicians, including ReverbNation, CD Baby, and Sonicbids, and they have done well. But none had quite captured the public's imagination, nor enjoyed such universal recognition, as Myspace did.

Can the new owners, a company called Specific Media, learn the social media lessons of the past few years and revive Myspace? It could happen, if history gives us any clue. Apple is a company that was left for dead only a few years ago, with its leader, Steve Jobs, summarily shown the door. But he came back, and the company came back with a vengeance. It will be interesting to see if Myspace can muster those same come-back skills. Apple did it not through efficient management and cost-cutting, but by giving people stuff they wanted: the iPod, iTunes, the iPhone, and the iPad. Under their new owners, will Myspace finally give musicians in the post-Facebook era what they want?
Tony Ansems on the radio with new CD release
The first song on Tony’s forth Dutch cd, a translation of "Pretty Good at Drinking Beer", was being heard on Radio 107 in Holland in April.  When Tony first heard it, his song was played right smack in between Willie Nelson and Miley Cyrus, so Tony is feeling pretty good about that.  Reach out to Tony and pick up a copy of his new CD.  You won’t be disappointed!
CMT/NSAI Honorable Mention for Randy, Mike and Jay    
SOWI members Randy VanVooren, Mike Heath and Jay Brehmer received honorable mention for their song “Mr Wiskey” for the 2011 CMT/NSAI Songwriting contest.  Congratulations on writing such a great song!!!

To See the CMT/NSAI Contest Results go to:
www.nashvillesongwriters.com
Cursor to "Events"
Click on "Song Contest" on the drop down list
At the bottom of the page, click on:

"CLICK HERE FOR COMPLETE LIST OF 2010-2011 WINNERS"
 

10 Honorable Mentions (in random order)
Song Title

Writers

Home Town

State

Mr. Whiskey 
Randy VanVooren, Mike Heath &

Jay Brehmer
Appleton 

WI 

Just Another Memory 
Lance Carpenter & Forest Whitehead
Ozark 

AR 

When Vernon Moved From Tupelo 
Mark Stepakoff 
Wellesley 

MA 

I Wouldn't Hate You 
Susan Smith & Deborah Berwyn
Antioch 

TN 

My Baby Boy 
Sherri Gough, Nathan Strasser & Jeremy Bussey
Nashville 

TN 

Different Kind of Same 
Tim Maggart, Kathie Eidson & Justin Belew
Phenix City 

AL 

Whose Star Do You Follow 
Walter Pappas 
Silver Spring 

MD 

Move a Mountain 
Bill DiLuigi 
Nashville 

TN 

Lines 
Sara Scott 
Charlotte 

NC 

Love Is 
Sherri Gough & Sean Gasaway
Nashville 

TN 

* Hometowns listed are those of submitting writers only & appear as listed on entry form 
What Makes A Song Popular?  The Brain May Know    
by: Elizabeth Landau - Writer/Producer 

What makes a song popular? The brain may know
Do you know a future hit when you hear one?

New research from Emory University suggests that particular patterns of brain activity may be able to predict the popularity of music. More importantly, says lead researcher Gregory Berns, brain research might help forecast how culturally influential ideas can become. The study will be published in the Journal of Consumer Psychology.

Berns and colleagues discovered the phenomenon accidentally. They had set out to look at the effects of popular opinion on adolescent preferences, using 120 songs by unsigned artists on MySpace that the participants probably hadn't heard of before. They conducted the experiment in 2006 with 27 participants aged 12 to 17, and used functional magnetic resonance imaging (fMRI) to record brain responses to each of the songs.
Most of these songs didn't ever sell well. But in a few cases, they realized in the intervening years, several of the songs had gone on to become more widely popular, such as “Apologize” by One Republic.
Comparing brain response data with sales of those songs from 2007 to 2010, they found a correlation between particular brain responses and songs that would go on to sell more than 20,000 units. About 1/3 of the songs that sold more than this drew strong activity from two brain regions associated with reward. Weak responses were even better at predicting flops; lower activity was associated with about 90% of songs selling less than 20,000 units.
Strong activity in two brain regions could predict hits about 1/3 of the time. Weak activity was even better at predicting non-hits.
There are caveats, of course. The sample size of 27 is relatively small, and may not be representative of the general population, although teenagers do tend to buy a lot of music, Berns said.
The two brain regions researchers identified as important in this study, called the orbitofrontal cortex and ventral striatum, have been shown previously to be activated in situations where a person is anticipating something that he or she likes. That could be money, music, wine, and other items that people purchase.
"There's the sense that this circuit is somehow representing common utility or value to the person," Berns said.
Interestingly, the brain responses in those regions were better predictors of song success than whether the participants said they liked or disliked any given song. Berns speculates that's because when someone asks you what you think of a song, you might tailor your answer to what you believe the questioner wants to hear. The brain response may be the raw feeling you have about it.
While previous research looked at individual preferences, this study suggests that brain scans can predict widespread preferences of others. And actually, there are plenty of "neuro-marketing" companies out there trying to exploit that idea, although these researchers are not affiliated with them.
Berns and colleagues are also studying how religious and political ideology are represented in the brain.
"There’s no reason why we couldn’t apply the same type of techniques to understand how people process concepts and ideas, and try to forecast whether those will have staying power," he said. 
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Hook, Line and Singer

By: Tony Ansems

SOWI member, Wayne Hamilton, from St. Paul, MN, has signed a non-exclusive contract with Canadian publisher, Nightingale Music, which will pitch his song, “A Packrat’s Mind”. Hamilton is president of the Minnesota Association of Songwriters (www.mnsongwritrs.org) WAYNE@WAYNEHAMILTON.COM. Check websites for seminar information in Minneapolis.
Welcome, Gary Schuelke, 2086 Arena Drive, Neenah, WI 54956. e-mail: garytoonz@aol.com. Gary writes mostly lyrics, and is willing to work with a collaborator.

Welcome, Mary Munsey, 17381 Mahogany Dr., Abingson, VA 24210. Phone: 276-525-1601. 

Singer-Songwriter & SOWI judge Cheryl Nye just released a new CD, “Eyes of A Stranger”, available at : 
http://www.cherylnye.com
http://www.cdbaby.com/cherylnye2
http://www.reverbnation.com/cherylnye
http://www.twitter.com/cherylnye
You can contact Cheryl Nye at: cnyeny@aol.com
 Sadly long time award winning SOWI member, Sava Lubic-Ljubic, from LA, passed away recently. We featured Sava in the SOWI news several times and we are very proud to have had a songwriter of his caliber as a member. Sava Lubic-Ljubic will be remembered by his world class music. Our condolences go out to his family, in Los Angeles, and in Yugoslavia.
 Register now for the 2011 SOWI Seminar and Awards banquet on Saturday, September 24, at the Holiday Inn Riverwalk, Neenah, WI. Send name and address and $25 for seminar and/or $25 for awards banquet to: SOWI, PO Box 1027, Neenah, WI 54957-1027. Mark Brinkman http://www.brinksongs.com/ will present part II of his songwriting seminar. If you were not able to attend last year, don’t let that stop you, Brink’s presentation will help your musical career. With over 200 cuts he will give you tips on the craft as well as the business side of songwriting. Patrick Leigh Smolinski http://alternativemidi.com/ will make his presentation during the luncheon and Country Music legend Jimmy Sizemore will entertain and talk about his experiences in the Country Music Industry. Check out this website FYI: http://obscurecountry.com/sizemore.html. If you would like your song critiqued, bring a CD with your song, and an ample supply of lyric sheets. Songs will be picked at random, and hopefully we have time to get to everyone’s song.
We had well over one hundred entries in this year’s SOWI songwriting contest. 36 Judges, from literally all over the world are listening to the songs right now, and we expect their results to be back to SOWI by August 15. The winners will be announced at the annual Awards Banquet, on Saturday, September 24, at the Neenah, WI Holiday Inn Riverwalk. Social Hour at 5:30 PM, Dinner at 6:30 PM, followed by the Awards presentation. Tickets for this award banquet can be purchased at $25 per person. Make checks payable to SOWI, and mail to: PO Box 1027, Neenah, WI 54957-1027. A singer/songwriter showcase will follow the banquet.

A big THANKS goes to Kevin Van Pay, for continuously producing educational newsletters for SOWI members, and thanks to Bonnie Lingnofski, Mike Heath, George Schneider, and Tony Ansems, for getting their heads together in processing all the SOWI contest entries and compiling scores for accurate results. Judges have been asked to judge the songs for lyrics, music, prosody, and originality. 
 Tom Lietz is producing a monthly list of gigs by SOWI members and their friends. Check our website for updated information. If you want your gigs to be on the list, please e-mail Tom at: tslietz@att.net  
If you are not getting SOWI updates, by e-mail, please let us know: sowi@new.rr.com
Dan Eumurian, La Crosse, WI, has CD’s available, “Farm Country”, and “Censored by a Cigarette”. Information on these CD’s and on Dan’s piano sales and services is available at his website: www.pianosNSongs.com
Welcome, new members Bobby Nichols. 90 Jefferson Ave, Niagara, WI 54151. Nichols.bobby@gmail.com, telephone: 906-282-0366. Check out his website: www.badaxerodeo.com
And welcome to new member, Larry Kluball, 1618 W. Pine Street, Appleton, WI 54914, who is looking for a collaborator. jumpcatkball@att.net. 
Annual SOWI Awards Banquet, Seminar & Showcase
Mark Brinkman of Pinkerington, OH, will be the morning speaker at the Annual SOWI Seminar, Awards Banquet and Showcase. Brink has close to one hundred cuts, with his signature song “Beyond the Rain” recorded by fifteen different bands. http://www.brinksongs.com/
The after lunch presentation will be presented by Little Jimmie Sizemore.  Jimmie was a child star back in the thirties performing with his Dad on radio as Asher and Little Jimmie
http://obscurecountry.com/sizemore.html
The seminar will take place on September 24th, (last Saturday in September), at The Neenah Holiday Inn Riverwalk, downtown Neenah. 

Reservations can be made by sending your name, address, and $25 (seminar only) or $50 (seminar and awards dinner) See bottom of page.
Hotel reservations can be made directly, by calling: 920-725-8441, and do tell them that you are there for the SOWI event, to receive your SOWI discount. 

Schedule for September 25th:

Mark Brinkman Songwriting Seminar:                10 AM to Noon
Luncheon:                                                       Noon to 2:00
Jimmie Sizemore                                              2:00 to 3:00
Song Critiques                                                  3:00 to 4:30
Social Hour                                                      5:00 to 6:00
Dinner and Awards Banquet                               6:30 to 7:30
Showcase:                                                       8:00 to 10:00
_______________________________________________________
Seminar Registration Form:

Mail check and form by August 15th to:

SOWI

PO Box 1027

Neenah WI 54957
Name:    ___________________________________

Address: ___________________________________

              ___________________________________
 # of People for Seminar   +     # of People for Awards Dinner  = Total           

         _________x $25    +           _________ x $25             = $____




Songwriters of Wisconsin International, Songwriting Contest Judges:

Dick Admiraal, Radio Flakkee, Sommelsdyk, the Netherlands

Brittany Allyn, Country Song Demos, Nashville, TN

Ken Anderson, UW Fox Valley, Neenah, WI

Dick Bakker, LOV Radio, Deventer, the Netherlands

Bonnie Lou Bishop, Singer Songwriter, Nashville, TN

Dale Burie, Above & Beyond Productions, Gallatin, TN

Shelly Bush, singer/songwriter, Nashville, TN

Jim Cartwright, Fame & Fortune Entertainment, Nashville, TN

Elsie Childers, Trusty International Studios, Nebo, KY

Phil Coley, Demos & Masters, Bowden, GA

Barry Currin, Screaming Tomatoe Music, Cleveland, TN

Kim Currin, Screaming Tomatoe Music, Cleveland, TN

Doug Davis, Country Music Classics, Texarkana, TX

Lyle DeHart, Antigo H.S., Elton, WI

Bob Dellaposta, My Three Kids Music, Nashville, TN

Tim Dorsey, Dorsey Entertainment, Appleton, WI

John Berry Franklin, P.J. Xanadu Music Publishing, Calvados, France

Steve Haggard, Wild Oats Records, Nashville, TN

Jerry Hanlon, UAR Records, Peoria, IL

Dann Hansen, Hanging Tree Music, Roskilde, Denmark

Jim Hendrick, IPS Studio, Appleton, WI

Billy Herzig, Grey House Studio, Nashville, TN

Karen Jeglum-Kennedy, Door Knob Records, Mt. Juliet, TN

Pete Jenkins, Lemon Atlas Music, Normandy, France

Dale Kawashima, Songwriter Universe, Studio City, CA

Chris Keaton, Chris Keaton Productions, Nashville, TN

Ed King, Entertainment News, Santa Fe, TX

Deborah Knott, Deborah Knott Productions, Antioch, TN

Hermann Lammers-Meyer, E.L. Hillbillies Music, Aschendorf, Germany

Lars Lindberg, MCWC Country Music Radio, Mora, Sweden

Danny Mack, Briar Hill Records, Palm Harbor, FL

Cheryl Nye, Singer/Songwriter, Montreal, Canada

Pat Pattison, Berklee College of Music, Boston, MA

Alex Pynen, Country Radio DJ, Bergen op Zoom, the Netherlands

Bob Salm, WHBY Radio, Appleton, WI

Joe Scheibinger, Back Stage Live, FondduLac, WI

Sandy Serge, Music Morsels, Marietta, GA

Steve Seskin, Larga Vista Music, Richmond, CA

Lois Skiera-Zucek, Rainbow Waterfall Records, Clintonville, WI

Art Stevenson, High Water Music, Babcock, WI

Lyle E. Style, Singer/Songwriter, Author, Winnepeg, Canada

Louis Tielens, Country Lewis Radio Shows, Paal-Beringen, Belgium

Scott Tutt, Reptile Records, Nashville, TN

Chris Van Belkom, Combustion Music, Nashville, TN

Gre VanderSterre, Radio Lutske, Rosmalen, the Netherlands

Jerry Vandiver, 11/22 Publishing, Nashville, TN

Jim Vine, Neenah H.S., Neenah, WI

Bill Watson, Nashville Trax, Nashville, TN

Judy Welden, Judy Welden Enterprises, Gainsville, GA

Eugene Wellman, Jimmy Allison Music, BMI, Huntington, WV

Rein Wortelboer, Country, Radio DJ, Venray, the Netherlands
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                               P.O. Box 1027, Neenah, WI 54957-1027  

Songwriting Contest Coordinators: 

Mike Heath, Tony Ansems, George Schneider, Kevin Van Pay, Bonnie Lingnofski.

Seminar & Awards Banquet Coordinators:

Kevin Van Pay, Jay Brehmer, Mike Heath, Ricki Bellos, Patrick Leigh Smolinski, Tony Ansems, Bonnie Lingnofski,  

George Schneider, Joe Scheibinger. Date: Fourth Saturday in September.

Critique meeting Coordinators:

SOWI: Last Thursday, 7 PM, at Sabre Lanes, 1330 Midway Rd, Menasha. Bonnie Lingnofski: 920-725-8371

Publicity: Bonnie Lingnofski: blingnofski@yahoo.com

Newsletter: Kevin Van Pay: kvanpay1@new.rr.com
SOWI Website: www.songwritersofwisconsin.org 

Webmaster: Patrick Leigh Smolinski: Pat@Alternativemidi.com

President: Tony Ansems: Sowi@new.rr.com
Often SOWI provides information in SOWI NEWS obtained from outside sources as a service to our membership. 

SOWI is not responsible for its contents, and SOWI does not endorse any company or service. 

We suggest you always use caution when dealing with anyone concerning your music. 

It is usually a good idea to call or write before sending out your material.
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