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	Nashville’s Hired Gun:  Scott Joyce     By:  Kevin Van Pay

Songwriter, keyboardist, and bandleader Scott Joyce is scheduled to be the guest speaker at the Songwriters of Wisconsin Seminar on Saturday September 19th 2009.  Scott’s resume reads like the Who’s Who of the current Nashville hit machine.  I was lucky enough to meet him a couple of years back while in Nashville and hook him up with last year’s guest speaker (Moe Loughran) who is one of his favorite new co-writers.  Here’s Scott in his own words...

...I quit taking formal lessons when I was 16 and I wanted to learn how to play “I'm Easy” by Lionel Richie, and no teachers were really into that, so I bought the pop books and learned on my own.  From there I went to a community college in Waco, Texas and studied audio engineering thinking this was what I wanted to do.  Then it happened... I joined my first band, “Bad-Lands”.  I was hooked.  I loved playing in a group and I loved the traveling and good friends I made. 

Next, I moved to Tennessee and got a Bachelors Degree in Music from Belmont College. I learned about the history of music and how to conduct and most importantly, I met Lori Mechem. She was my piano teacher and was a fantastic jazz piano player.  Because of her I was able to turn the corner and be a real pro. 

From there, I went on to play piano everywhere from cruise ship dining rooms to theaters and stages all across the United States and Canada.  Kenny Chesney hired me to play for him and that's where I learned how to be a road musician. Over the years I've gotten to play with several national artists on stages and TV and have enjoyed it.  While working for Blake Shelton I was turning my attention towards songwriting.  Blake and I wrote a song together in a backstage locker room after our show.  Toby Keith was doing his show while we were writing.  We got most of it done that night and finished the rest on the phone about a month later.  Our band did a quick demo of the song, then I got a call from Blake asking me to come down to the studio and play on the record.

That's when I found out I had gotten my first cut.  Two dreams came true in one day!  I got to play on a master session, and I got a song I wrote on the record.  I thought this was going to be easy!  Boy was I wrong...

...more to come in September, so stay tuned... (check SOWI web site)
Randy Van Vooren steps out from behind the band
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Randy Van Vooren is no newcomer to writing and recording killer albums.  Four full length CD’s plus an EP bear his paw prints from his years with South Ellis and Rivertown.  However, this fifth full-length release is a little different than the rest.  He left the bands at home and used the Nashville studio musicians that played on his songwriting demos.  A little modern technology, with a good “EQ” to balance everything together as a cohesive unit, was all it took.  

There are also two bonus tracks that were cut from scratch at Alternative Studio, located in rural New London, WI.  In addition, Patrick Leigh (Smolinski) and Randy took advantage of having the freedom to sprinkle in their own flavor over the Nashville recordings to enhance the overall listening experience.  The CD was over 4 long years in the making, and contains songs co-written by some of his SOWI and NSAI friends.  It has a great balance to it, and is filled with 16 great tunes!  You can get your copy by contacting Randy at:  bigvinmusic@yahoo.com
In past years, Randy has opened for national acts such as “Little Texas”, Clay Walker, Travis Tritt, “Sawyer Brown”, “Cowboy Crush”, “BlackHawk”, “Ricochet”, and many others.

For two years, Randy has hosted two radio shows: “BigVin’s Rockpile” on Rock 96.3 WSFQ, weekdays from 10 am to 2 pm, and “The BigVin Radio Show” on Cat Country 95.1, from 2 pm to 6 pm during the busy “drive-time” Mondays through Fridays.  But due to the economy, even the radio “downsized”. 

Randy currently performs his original material as a solo artist, and the release of his long awaited debut solo CD “One” is getting great responses from the listening public and the radio-waves.  

In 2007, Randy received the SOWI Songwriter of the Year Award.  He has also traveled back and forth to Nashville throughout the years and has had his material looked at for recording consideration by the likes of Jeff Carson, Gary Allan and Brad Paisley.  Randy currently resides in Peshtigo Wisconsin with his wife Shelly, and daughter Catie-Jean. 

 

Tony Ansems rolls a deuce

Our fearless leader, Tony Ansems, released not one, but TWO CD’s since the fall.  Tilburgse Liekes (American Style) is a wonderful collection of Tony’s songs sung in Dutch.  

Then right before the holidays Tony released another collection of songs as a tribute to his family.  Both CD’s were recorded and mastered by Patrick Leigh (Smolinski) at Alternative Recording Studio in New London.  Please check it out when you get the chance.  Tony can be reached at:  tansems@new.rr.com
[image: image5.jpg]



…and Tony makes Soccer News in the Post Crescent
Mike Sherry's Sports Buzz: Neenah's Tony Ansems to be inducted into Wisconsin Soccer Coaches Association Hall of Fame  January 13, 2009 

Maybe he's just being modest, but Neenah's Tony Ansems says, "I wasn't a very good soccer player myself."

But the 68-year-old Neenah man has been a heck of a coach and advocate for the sport of soccer, and he will be honored for his efforts next month when he will be part of the first group of soccer coaches to be inducted into the Wisconsin Soccer Coaches Association Hall of Fame.

"I was very honored," Ansems said. "I was very pleased and surprised that I was picked as one of the first four. There are a lot of great coaches in the Valley here and in the state in Wisconsin."

As a member of the Fox Valley Bombers adult soccer team, Ansems was instrumental in getting soccer started in Neenah during the late 1960s, initially with Boys Sports and then as one of the founders of the Paper Valley Youth Soccer Club.

He coached for many years with clubs, including PVYSC's Rolco International, and also at the University of Wisconsin-Fox Valley, Oshkosh Lourdes Academy and Lawrence University. Ansems partnered with Neenah High School soccer coach Harry Kelderman for many years to work Fox Valley soccer camps.

Ansems was inducted into the Wisconsin Soccer Association's Hall of Fame in 1988. He has served on the WSCA state board for more than 30 years and is in his 26th year as chairperson of the Wisconsin Soccer Association's Hall of Fame committee.

Soccer isn't the only passion for Ansems. He is also the founding member of Songwriters of Wisconsin International, which he started in 1983 to help promote the craft of songwriting. He has mixed his passion for soccer and songwriting.

"I actually did a whole album. It's called 'What's More American Than Soccer?' It was out on cassette about 20 years ago. It didn't go very far, but I sold enough to break even," he laughed.

“Out of Ether” Update 

GREAT NEWS!!!!  (from 4/2/2009)
Thanks to Broadjam.com-
We've been invited to attend the Academy of Country Music Awards in Las Vegas!!  We've also been specially selected and invited to a private meeting to present our music to some of the top Executives in the Music Industry today!!  We can not thank Broadjam.com enough for this incredible opportunity!  If you are an Artist you definitely should check this company out- they have a LOT to offer!!


To celebrate; we're letting our friends download our song “Connected” for FREE this next week.  Just go to  http://www.broadjam.com/outofether
Also, watch for our new song "The Dawn."  We should have it up on www.broadjam.com/outofether early next week!! 

Editor’s note:  James from Out of Ether will also be speaking at the SOWI Seminar on Saturday September 19th, along with a special guest. 

“The Acoustic Buffalo” to play on Independent Film

Jay Brehmer and Kevin Van Pay’s side bluegrass project was asked to play an original song on a campy independent film call “Ed Gein, The Musical".  It is a horror / comedy / musical (ala Sweeney Todd, Rocky Horror Picture Show, Little Shop of Horrors etc).  More details to follow...

SOWI loses two of it’s best friends…

Jan 2009:  Cham Laughlin, Disputanta, VA, died on Sunday night, at age 57, from cancer.  Cham was to start chemo later on this month.  Cham has been helping SOWI as a contest judge for many years, through 2008.  Many of us remember Cham as the jovial, entertaining, and very professional presenter at one of SOWI’s seminars, some years ago.  He developed many friendships with SOWI members, especially Stephany Tucker Little, and Mike Heath.  He will be dearly missed by all of us. 

Feb 2009:  Turner, Scotty, AKA, “ Graham Morrison Turnbull ”, age 77, passed away peacefully surrounded by his children at Cobb Regional Hospital in Cobleskill, New York.  Born in Sydney, Nova Scotia, he was the son of the late Allison and Evelyn (Peters) Turnbull.  He is survived by his son, Trevor; daughter, Adrienne (Jeffery) Cullen; granddaughter, Eve; and former wife, Diane Iungano (Jackson).  Scotty had an illustrious career in the music industry, spanning over 50 years, composing over 400 songs with many artists and writers, including Buddy Holly, Audie Murphy, John Marascalco, Herb Alpert and was instrumental in the careers of Jerry Wallace, Waylon Jennings, Tammy Wynette, Roy Clark, Nilsson, Slim Whitman and too many others to mention.  He was mentor and partner to artist and producer Jim Cartwright for 23 years.  He was a 2001 inductee in the University of Dubuque’s (Iowa) Hall of Fame for Sports and Lifetime Achievements.  . 

	
	


In Memory of Scotty Turner, One of SOWI’s greatest gifts…

SCOTT TURNER'S SONG PUBLISHER’S PERSPECTIVE 


The Legend of the Lyric Harp Guitar by Mark Paul Smith
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The telephone awakened Scotty Turner in the middle of the Los Angeles night. It was also the middle of the 1960’s and the caller was legendary musical producer Phil Spector.

     “Scotty, what you doin’?”  “Nothin’, Phil.” “You got ‘The Animal’ with you?” Spector asked excitedly.  “Sure do.”  “Can you get down to Gold Star right away?”  “I’m on my way.”

     Scotty made it to the legendary Gold Star Studio in quick time and didn’t walk out until 9AM that morning. “It took us too long,” Scotty tells the story. “I was puttin’ down rhythm guitar with ‘The Animal’ and Sony Bono was having a tough time getting the tambourine part right.  And Phil was on a roll; you know how that goes.  Anyway, it took us all night but when I walked out of the studio and the sun made me shield my tired eyes, I knew I’d just played on one of the greatest rock and roll records of all time.”

     The song was “You’ve Lost That Lovin’ Feeling” and the band was “The Righteous Brothers.”   It wasn’t the first time or the last time “The Animal” would be making recording history. 

     The custom made, 12-string guitar was there when Harry Nilsson recorded his first demo in a Nashville, TN studio.  It was featured on Waylon Jennings’ first hit for A&M Records, “Just To Satisfy You,” and it was especially prominent in Jerry Wallace’s number one hit from the late 1950’s, “Primrose Lane.”  Scotty used the full, mid-range presence of “The Animal” on most of the songs he wrote with Audie Murphy, including their number one country song, “Shutters and Boards.”  Not everybody knows that Murphy, the movie star and America’s most decorated combat veteran from World War II, was also an established and successful songwriter.  Scotty recalls, “Audie always said ‘The Animal’ was his ‘favorite writin’ guitar.’”

     Scotty Turner’s real name is Graham Turnbull.  He recorded with Spector as part of “The Wrecking Crew” at Gold Star Studio in Hollywood, California, where they created the “wall of sound” that sold millions of records.  In fact, Turner was working with Harry Nilsson at Gold Star when Spector first heard the amazingly clean ringing of Turner’s custom 12-string.  Spector eventually named the lyric harp guitar, “The Animal,” partly because of its sound and partly because of its beastly appearance. The sound chamber of the guitar extends up both sides of the neck in hollow swoops that look like the horns of an antelope.  The tips of the hollow horns are connected to the neck by a hand-carved, wooden rod.  String vibrations are transferred to the horns by way of the rod and resonate down to the string vibrations from the body of the guitar.  The resulting sound cuts through without the predominant overtones of almost all other 12-string guitars.

     This unique tone was most clearly heard when “The Animal” stepped out in front of the “wall of sound” on the intro, four-note guitar lick that starts out the song, “Then He Kissed Me,” by the Crystals in 1963.  The lick is simple.  The first note is an open D.  The second note is an F#, played on the fourth fret of the D strings.  The third note is open on the G-strings and the fourth note is the same as the second.  Simple as that lick is, it changed everything.  “The Animal” made that lick so full and supercharged that the notes sounded ominous and inviting at the same time.  It was the best four notes of the sexual revolution.  Spector and Turner had that guitar saying, “Come and get me before I come and get you.” 

     Spector would look back years later and declare that song to be his best one ever.  Too bad “The Animal” can’t tell us what really went down in the studio on that recording.  Or how it felt to make cameo appearances in such M.G.M. classic movies as “Hootenanny Hoot,” one of the first Bikini films ever shot.

     The amazing biography of “The Animal” cannot be fully appreciated without tying the twelve-string to its owner, Scott Turner.  Turner wrote with Buddy Holly.  The two of them had a songbook in the works when Buddy’s plane crashed.  Turner also wrote with Nilsson, Herb Alpert and Doc Pomus to name a few.  He was lead guitarist and a writer for Tommy Sands and The Raiders from 1957 to 1960; Guy Mitchell 1960 to 1961; and Eddie Fisher from 1961 to 1963.  He then went to work for the brand new A&M Records as a writer producer and eventually went to Nashville in 1968 to take over the Country division of Liberty/Imperial/United Artists.  He still owns and operates Buried Treasure Music in Nashville. 

     Turner writes about the birth of “The Animal.”   “I really can’t remember if it was 1958 or 1959 that I asked a retired cabinet maker in California to build me a 12-string version of a guitar that I had seen a tenor, four-string version that he had made for Wayne Shanklin, an accomplished songwriter in Hollywood.  I do know that it took over five months to build it as he had to let the wood ‘age’ before he started to work on it.  I did have to ‘borrow’ it before the final sunburst finish was applied because I was asked by the director of a film titled ‘Hootenanny Hoot’ to use it in a scene in the movie.  Upon completion, I started to use it on many sixties recording sessions because of its unique sound.” 

     The guitar itself is 37 inches long; 13 1/2 inches wide; 3 inches deep; with a sound hole diameter of 3 inches.  It has 19 frets with seven, round, mother of pearl, circular inlays.  The nineteenth fret has six, screw-top pickups as “The Animal” is an electric instrument.  It’s inside label reads, “Lyric Harp Guitar, Made By, F. B. Behee, 7612 Marshall, South San Gabriel, California.  There is no date of manufacture or any serial number.

     You don’t really play “The Animal,” it plays you.  The first time I picked it up to really play it I was with my manager, Greg Patrick.  It was a magical moment as Mr. Patrick is my witness.  Before I knew what had happened, I had played and sung “House of the Rising Sun” and “Here Comes the Sun” better than either of us had ever heard them done.  Author’s note: I’m a songwriter, not a gifted singer or guitar wizard.  Record producer, musician, songwriter, publisher.... a man of many hats who comes to us from Sydney, Nova Scotia, Canada, Scott Turner is no stranger to the music biz.  He was the lead guitarist and writer for Tommy Sands and the Raiders, Guy Mitchell, and Eddie Fisher, and joined A&M Records as writer/producer in 1963.  From that, he went on to be General Manager of Central Songs and eventually became executive producer of the country division at Liberty/Imperial Records.  In 1968, Scott was transferred to Nashville to take over the country division of Liberty/Imperial/United Artists.  He was also an independent producer for Slim Whitman, Del Reeves, and Jimmy Clanton.  He's won Gold Records on four of Whitman's LPs. 

Scott Turner has composed well over 350 recorded songs and has co-written efforts with Audie Murphy, Nilsson, Buddy Holly, Herb Alpert, Mac Davis, John Marascalco, Alex Harvey, Red Lane, Tommy Sands, Diane Lampert, Charlie Williams, Doc Pomus, Guy Mitchell, and Cliffie Stone. 

Scotty Turner's songs have been recorded by Roy Clark, Eddy Arnold, Slim Whitman, Jerry Wallace, Nilsson, Tennessee Ernie Ford, Herb Alpert, The Baja Marimba Band, Tijuana Brass, Dean Martin, Charley Pride, Tammy Wynette, Porter Waggoner, Jimmy Bryant, and many more.

Scotty Turner is a Publisher/Producer with the following companies:
Buried Treasure Music Inc.
Captain Kidd Music
Scott Turner Productions

Aberdeen Productions
Scotty is a good friend of SOWI, and has helped many a SOWI member with songwriting.  Scotty presented a seminar to SOWI/NSAI in Neenah, a few years ago, and has been a Judge in the SOWI songwriting contest, since day one. When visiting Nashville, it is always a treat to meet up with Scotty, for breakfast, and share some of his wisdom.  Canadian, Lyle Style features Scotty in the book about Roger Miller. http://www.electricrecordings.com/book.html
MerleFest chooses Finalists for Chris Austin Songwriting Contest 

Category: Bluegrass News
By Travis Tackett
www.bluegrassjournal.com April 7, 2009




Mark "Brink" Brinkman (long-time SOWI member) has been selected as a finalist in the MerleFest Chris Austin Songwriting Contest in two different categories.

Wilkesboro, N.C. — Finalists have been selected for the 17th annual Chris Austin Songwriting Contest, hosted by MerleFest 2009, scheduled for April 23-26 on the campus of Wilkes Community College in Wilkesboro, North Carolina.

Writers of the following twelve songs, selected from 840 entries, will compete on the Austin Stage at MerleFest on Friday, April 24, at 2:00 p.m.:

Bluegrass category
· “Water Falls” by Wyatt Espalin and Cobi Ferguson; Nashville, TN 

· “Love Gone By” by Carol Hausner and Coin McCaffrey; Montpelier, VT 

· “The Old Coal Mine” by Brink Brinkman; Columbus, OH 

Gospel category
· “I Had A Little Talk with Jesus” by Richard Henry; Houston, TX 

· “Little Bitty Piece of God” by Jo Ellen Doering; Los Angeles, CA 

· “Beyond the Rain” by Brink Brinkman; Columbus, OH 

Country category
· “Maybe You’ll Start Loving Me Again” by Lloyd Wood; Spencer, IN 

· “Man of Few Words” by Dennis Duff; Kuttawa, KY 

· “Once Upon a Time” by Tonya Lowman; Lenoir, NC 

General category
· “Carolina Rain” by Ron Fetner; Seaford, VA 

· “I Will Fly” by John Smith; Trempealeau, WI 

· “Unmarked Pavement” by Letha and Miles Costin; Raleigh, NC 

The Chris Austin Songwriting Contest is a unique opportunity for aspiring writers to have their original songs heard and judged by a panel of Nashville music industry professionals, under the direction of this year’s volunteer contest chairperson, Grammy®-winning singer/songwriter Jim Lauderdale.

First place winners in each category receive: a performance on the Cabin Stage at MerleFest 2009, an acoustic guitar, a check for $300, two boxes of D’Addario strings and a one-year subscription to Acoustic Guitar magazine. Second and third place winners in each category receive performance slots on the Friday night Songwriters Coffeehouse, as well as cash prizes, D’Addario strings and Acoustic Guitar subscriptions.

Songs were judged by a volunteer panel of Nashville songwriters, publishers and other music industry professionals. Judging was based on a song’s originality, lyrics, melody and overall commercial potential. Previous winners of the Chris Austin Songwriting Contest include Gillian Welch, Tift Merritt, Michael Reno Harrell, Adrienne Young, Martha Scanlan, David Via and Johnny Williams.

Net proceeds from the Chris Austin Songwriting Contest support the Wilkes Community College Chris Austin Memorial Scholarship. Since its inception the scholarship has awarded over $25,000 to 68 deserving students. The 2008-2009 recipients are Ryan Jeffery Call and Kimberly Ilene Osborne. Ryan is enrolled in WCC’s college transfer program with plans to transfer to North Carolina State University for the completion of his bachelor’s degree. Kimberly is enrolled in WCC’s office systems technology program.

About MerleFest

MerleFest 2009, presented by Lowe’s and celebrating its 22nd year from April 23-26, offers four days of performances by almost 100 artists on 15 stages on the campus of Wilkes Community College. A complete lineup of artists is posted at www.merlefest.org. As in previous years, the list of performers fits the “traditional plus” definition offered by Doc Watson when describing the rich musical diversity that is a hallmark of the event. MerleFest honors the memory of instrumental virtuoso Eddy Merle Watson and the contributions of Doc and the entire Watson Family to the musical traditions of the region and nation. MerleFest began in 1988 as a fundraiser for the college and remains the largest fundraiser for the institution.

Breaking News before going to press…

David Church, country recording artist, is recording "There You Are" by Marsha Brown and Mike Heath. There are also plans for a video. 

David will be in Antigo on Sun. May 3rd at Northstar Lanes,  400 Prosser Ave., Antigo, WI and David will be singing the song 'There You Are" 

Doors open at 6:00 pm. Show starts at 7:00. Advance tickets are $13.00,  $15.00 at the door. Limited seating.

Call:  715-623-7912 for reservations. 

Don't miss this show!
2009 Meeting Schedule   

	Date:
	Event:
	Location:
	Host:
	Time:

	April 30th
	Critique Meeting
	Sabre Lanes, Menasha
	Marsha Brown
	7-10PM

	May 28th
	Critique Meeting
	Sabre Lanes, Menasha
	Mike Heath
	7-10PM

	June 25th
	Critique Meeting
	Alternative Recording Studio, New London
	Pat Smolinski
	7-10PM

	July 30th
	Critique Meeting
	Sabre Lanes, Menasha
	Ricki Bellos
	7-10PM

	August 27th
	Critique Meeting
	Sabre Lanes, Menasha
	TBA
	7-10PM

	September 19th
	Annual Seminar and Awards Banquet
	Holiday Inn River Walk, Neenah
	 Scott Joyce is the guest speaker
	9AM-11PM

	September 24th
	Critique Meeting
	Sabre Lanes, Menasha
	TBA
	7-10PM

	October 29th
	Critique Meeting
	Sabre Lanes, Menasha
	Kevin Van Pay
	7-10PM

	November 12th
	SOWI 2010 Planning Meeting
	Sabre Lanes, Menasha
	Tony Ansems
	7-10PM

	December 
	Holiday Party
	TBD
	
	


As a side note, here are a few highlights from Scott Joyce’s resume...

House band Keyboard Player, Nashville Palace, Nashville, TN 1993-1995 

Played piano and sang harmony for locally and nationally known artists including Steve Hill, Dianne Sherrill and Granny Johnson as well as stars from “Hee Haw” and any talent show contestants. Also accompanied “drop in” stars like Vern Gosdin, Jerry Lee, and Lori Morgan. 

Dining Room Piano Player, Scotia Prince Cruise-Liner, 1994-1995 

Played piano and sang while entertaining passengers on-board the ferry-cruise ship “Scotia Prince” 

Keyboard Player, Kenny Chesney, Nashville, TN 1995-1997 

Played piano for BNA recording artist Kenny Chesney and touring nationally. 

Keyboard Player, Jo Dee Messina, Nashville, TN 1999 
Played piano, organ, string pads and horn sounds for Curb recording artist Joe Dee Messina. This included her own hits as well as a Paul Simon medley. 

Freelance Recording Studio Musician  

Played piano and was the band leader/producer on a record for local recording artist Bobby Neil. Also played piano on numerous demos at recording studios like Darkhorse, The Tracking Room, Bayou, and Buck’s Place. Played on master sessions at including a Blake Shelton record and a song on “The Dukes of Hazard 2” movie sound track. 

Keyboard Player and bandleader, Blake Shelton, Nashville, TN 2001-2007 

Rehearsing and touring with Warner Brothers recording artist Blake Shelton. Communicating the wishes of the artist to the band. Giving artist feedback so as to improve the show musically including segues, intros, endings and arrangements so as to make a live show work better than it would simply recreating the record considering the instrumentation and budget available. 

Co-wrote a song that was on Blake Shelton’s  “Barn and Grill” record called “Love Gets in the Way”. 

Producer and Owner, Scott’s Demo Shop, Nashville, TN 2007-2008 
Designing and posting a website that allows songwriters all over the world access to Nashville musicians via scottsdemoshop.com. 

Keyboard Player, Steve Holy, Nashville, TN 2008-present 

Rehearsing and touring with Curb recording artist Steve Holy.

Songwriters of Wisconsin International, Songwriting Contest Judges  
Dick Admiraal, Radio Flakkee, Sommelsdyk, the Netherlands

Brittany Allyn, Country Song Demos, Nashville, TN

Ken Anderson, UW Fox Valley, Neenah, WI

Dick Bakker, LOV Radio, Deventer, the Netherlands

Bonnie Lou Bishop, Singer Songwriter, Nashville, TN

Dale Burie, Above & Beyond Productions, Gallatin, TN

Shelly Bush, singer/songwriter, Nashville, TN

Jim Cartwright, Fame & Fortune Entertainment, Nashville, TN

Elsie Childers, Trusty International Studios, Nebo, KY

Phil Coley, Demos & Masters, Bowden, GA

Barry Currin, Screaming Tomatoe Music, Cleveland, TN

Kim Currin, Screaming Tomatoe Music, Cleveland, TN

Rob Davidson, QBN-FM Radio, Braidwood, Australia

Doug Davis, Country Music Classics, Texarkana, TX

Lyle DeHart, Antigo H.S., Elton, WI

Bob Dellaposta, My Three Kids Music, Nashville, TN

Tim Dorsey, Dorsey Entertainment, Appleton, WI

Jeff Dunn, Good Morning Country Radio, Windsor, Australia

John Berry Franklin, P.J. Xanadu Music Publishing, Calvados, France

Steve Haggard, Wild Oats Records, Nashville, TN

Jerry Hanlon, UAR Records, Peoria, IL

Dann Hansen, Hanging Tree Music, Roskilde, Denmark

Jim Hendrick, IPS Studio, Appleton, WI

Billy Herzig, Grey House Studio, Nashville, TN

Karen Jeglum-Kennedy, Door Knob Records, Mt. Juliet, TN

Pete Jenkins, Lemon Atlas Music, Normandy, France

Dale Kawashima, Songwriter Universe, Studio City, CA

Chris Keaton, Chris Keaton Productions, Nashville, TN

Ed King, Entertainment News, Santa Fe, TX

Deborah Knott, Deborah Knott Productions, Antioch, TN

Hermann Lammers-Meyer, E.L. Hillbillies Music, Aschendorf, Germany

Maury Laws, Producer, Appleton, WI

Buddy Lewis, Buddy Lewis Music, Yellville, AR

Lars Lindberg, MCWC Country Music Radio, Mora, Sweden

Danny Mack, Briar Hill Records, Palm Harbor, FL

Cheryl Nye, Singer/Songwriter, Montreal, Canada

Pat Pattison, Berklee College of Music, Boston, MA

Alex Pynen, Country Radio DJ, Bergen op Zoom, the Netherlands

Sal Rainone, Songwriters Workshop, Las Vegas, NV

Bob Salm, WHBY Radio, Appleton, WI

Joe Scheibinger, Back Stage Live, FondduLac, WI

Sandy Serge, Music Morsels, Marietta, GA

Steve Seskin, Larga Vista Music, Richmond, CA

Lois Skiera-Zucek, Rainbow Waterfall Records, Clintonville, WI

Art Stevenson, High Water Music, Babcock, WI

Lyle E. Style, Singer/Songwriter, Author, Winnepeg, Canada

Louis Tielens, Country Lewis Radio Shows, Paal-Beringen, Belgium

Jeanie Tooley, Miss Marples Dinner Theater, Nashville, TN

Scott Tutt, Reptile Records, Nashville, TN

Chris Van Belkom, Combustion Music, Nashville, TN

Jerry Vandiver, 11/22 Publishing, Nashville, TN

Jim Vine, Neenah H.S., Neenah, WI

Bill Watson, Nashville Trax, Nashville, TN

Judy Welden, Judy Welden Enterprises, Gainsville, GA

Eugene Wellman, Jimmy Allison Music, BMI, Huntington, WV

Rein Wortelboer, Country, Radio DJ, Venray, the Netherlands

2009 SOWI (est. 1983) Songwriting Contest Rules & Regulations:

1. Submit each original song, in demo form, on CD, along with a copy of the lyric sheet, and completed entry blank. Only one song per CD, no limit to number of entries. For Lyrics Only, no CD needed. Entry forms may be copied. Put all personal information on each CD, and lyric sheet. One page, typed lyrics preferred.

2. Entry fee $10 per song, for SOWI members. Non members: $40 for first song and $10 for each additional song. This includes one-year membership fee ($30). You may enter a song in more than one category, but you need to submit a separate CD for each song. You may write one check for the total amount. Please make check payable to “SOWI”.

3. Each entry must be an original composition. Entries will be presented to the judges anonymously. Deadline for entry: June 15, 2009. CD’s will not be returned. If any of the categories draws an insufficient number of entries, SOWI reserves the right to combine one or more categories. 

4. Your song may be published or unpublished. Songs awarded first places in previous SOWI contests are not eligible. Exception: Previous Lyrics Category winners may enter in any category, other than “Lyrics Only”.

5. Songs will be not be judged on demo quality. Judges will grade your song for: Lyrics, Music, Originality and Commercial Values. Each entry will be submitted to six different judges. Mail all entries to: SOWI, PO Box 1027, Neenah, WI 54957-1027. For more information, call: 920-725-5129. Fax: 920-720-0195. E-mail: Sowi@new.rr.com
Suggestions:

Type your lyrics on one page, put your name & address on the lyric sheet. Attach lyrics and entry form to the CD with a rubber band. Do this for each entry. For “Lyrics Only”, send lyric sheet and entry blank only.  Send your package by regular mail, no special delivery etc., this slows things down, since someone has to wait in line at the post office to retrieve your package. Please don’t use staples or excess tape. Make your package easy to open. Make checks payable to “SOWI”, and send to: PO Box 1027, Neenah, WI 54957-1027, before June 15, 2009.
2009 Songwriters of Wisconsin International Songwriting Contest Entry Form:

Song Title___________________________________________________________________

Songwriter(s)   _______________________________________________________________

Address:___________________________City:__________________State: ___Zip:________

Telephone:________________________________E-mail:   ___________________________

Please Check one Category:

Traditional Country


(___)

Christian/Religious/Gospel

(___)

Modern Country


(___)

Novelty
                         
                          (___)

Country Rock



(___)

Open




(___)

Rock/Pop



(___)

Lyrics Only



(___)

I (we) agree to abide by all the contest rules, as established by Songwriters of Wisconsin, International.

Signed:__________________________________________ Date: _______________________________

Send CD, lyric sheet, entry form and $10 for each entry (payable to SOWI), before June 15, 2009, to: 

SOWI Contest, PO Box 1027, Neenah, WI 54957-1027

www.songwritersofwisconsin.org
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                               P.O. Box 1027, Neenah, WI 54957-1027  

Songwriting Contest Coordinators: 

Bob Alexander, Mike Heath, Tony Ansems, Jay Brehmer, Kevin Van Pay, 

Jay Franzen, Bonnie Lingnofski. Deadline: June 15.

Seminar & Awards Banquet Coordinators:

Kevin Van Pay, Jay Brehmer, Mike Heath, Ricki Bellos, Patrick Leigh Smolinski, Tony Ansems, Bonnie Lingnofski,  

George Schneider, Jay Franzen, Joe Scheibinger. Date: Third Saturday in September.

Critique meeting Coordinators:

SOWI: Last Thursday, 7 PM, at Sabre Lanes, 1330 Midway Rd, Menasha. Bonnie Lingnofski: 920-725-8371

NSAI – Green Bay: Third Tuesday, 7 PM, Holiday Inn, Ramada Way, Green Bay.  Julie Carter-Moriva: 715-854-2215

Publicity: Bonnie Lingnofski: blingnofski@yahoo.com

Newsletter: SOWI Staff: kvanpay1@new.rr.com
SOWI Website: www.songwritersofwisconsin.org 

Webmaster: Patrick Leigh Smolinski: Pat@Alternativemidi.com

President: Tony Ansems: Sowi@new.rr.com
Often, SOWI provides information in SOWI NEWS, obtained from outside sources, as a service to our membership. 

SOWI is not responsible for its contents, and SOWI does not endorse any Company or Service. 

We suggest, to always using caution, when dealing with anyone, concerning your music. 

It is usually a good idea, to call or write, before sending out your material.
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